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What’s in a Graph? (Daily Warm-up)

Ryan Miller
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Introduction

Two important characteristics of a statistician:

1) Able to identify and interpret important trends in data
2) Able to clearly communicate these trends to both technical and

non-technical audiences

To help develop these characteristics, and to help get to know each
other, we’ll begin most classes by discussing a “daily graph”
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Graph #1 (Tuesday 8/17)

Source/full-size link

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/08/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-graph-global-life-expectancy-health-expenditures.html
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Graph #1 (Discussion Questions)

1. What are the variables depicted on this graph?
2. Based upon the graph, what is the strongest predictor of larger

improvements in a country’s life expectancy?
3. What do you think was the main message that the creator of

this graph intended to convey?
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Graph #2 (Thursday 8/19)

Source/full-size link

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/07/05/upshot/is-sushi-healthy-what-about-granola-where-americans-and-nutritionists-disagree.html
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Graph #2 (Discussion Questions)

1. What variables are depicted on this graph?
2. What value/use is the 45-degree line drawn on the graph?
3. Which foods do you think received the most attention in this

graph’s accompanying article?


